
On Friday, May 11, 2007 North Carolina will once again honor its law enforcement 
community in a Peace Officers Memorial Day Ceremony.  The purpose of this ceremony 
is to honor those law enforcement officers who have given their lives while serving the 
citizens of this State.  This year’s ceremony is sponsored by the NC Department of 
Justice and will be hosted by the New Hanover County Sheriff’s Office. The ceremony 
will be held at Grace Baptist Church, 1401 N College Rd., Wilmington, NC and will 
begin at 11:00 A.M.  
 
An early morning coffee hour for families of Honor Roll officers, their escorts and 
program participants will be held beginning at 9:00 A.M. in the church fellowship hall.   
 
Immediately following the ceremony, a luncheon will be held in the church fellowship 
hall for the Honor Roll officers’ immediate families, law enforcement escorts and law 
enforcement agency heads.  There will be an $8.00 charge per plate for everyone except 
immediate family members of the slain officers and the designated escort officer.  
Contact information is provided below.   
 
Our guest speaker for this ceremony will be Dr. Thomas Griggs, who has served as the 
Medical Director for the NC State Highway Patrol since 1994.  Dr. Griggs is credited 
with initiating several health smart programs for the Patrol. These include a successful 
smoking cessation program that has lowered the number of employees who smoke to 
10%; an annual screening program for employees with high cholesterol levels, diabetes, 
and coronary artery disease; the establishment of a Members Assistance Team (MAT) to 
provide peer and professional support for members and their families involved in critical 
stress incidents; and a “Fit for Life” healthy weight loss program. 
 
For these contributions, in 2000, Dr. Griggs received the Meritorious Service Award, 
which is presented for service provided in an outstanding manner to the Patrol, the 
Department of Crime Control and Public Safety or the state in general.   
 
If you need additional information, please contact Marie Jernigan at (919) 662-4500, Ext. 
6219, Fax: (919) 662-4483, E-Mail: mjernigan@ncdoj.gov. 
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